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Preface
The contents of this special issue of Discrete Applied Mathematics are inspired by the Ordinal and Symbolic Data
Analysis (OSDA) Conference that was held at the Institute for Mathematical Behavioral Sciences of the University of
California at Irvine, August 20–23, 2003. A glance at the Table of Contents should conﬁrm the fact that the conference
was broad based and interdisciplinary. The papers were carefully selected and carefully refereed so as to meet the high
standards set by Discrete Applied Mathematics.
The OSDA meetings have had a long and interesting history. They are not sponsored by any scientiﬁc organization,
and are entirely the result of an international group of scientists collaborating on a research in which they share a
common interest. The initial conferences were on the theme of Ordinal Data Analysis and were held in March 1992,
at the Technische Hochscule Darmstadt and at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst in October 1993. These
were followed by the International Conference on Ordinal and Symbolic Data Analysis in June 1995, at the École
Nationale Supérieure des Télécommunications at Paris, as well as the Ordinal and Symbolic DataAnalysis Conference
in March 1997 at TH Darmstadt. This was followed by OSDA2000, held at the Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB),
July 5–8, 2000, and then the 2003 Irvine meeting organized by Jean-Claude Falmagne. The scientiﬁc committee for
OSDA2003 consisted of Jean-Claude Falmagne, William H. Batchelder, Edwin Diday, Jean-Paul Doignon, Melvin F.
Janowitz, R. Duncan Luce, Fred S. Roberts, Donald Saari,WilliamT. Trotter, and RudolfWille. There were 23 scientiﬁc
talks presented during the three days of the meeting. The multidisciplinary mix of topics presented led to many lively
and vivid discussions between scientists who approached the subjects from an abstract viewpoint and those seeking
practical uses of their work.
These conferenceswere historicallymotivated by the fact that ordinal and symbolic data are generated quite often, but
theoretical tools for processing these data are not sufﬁciently well developed. The next OSDA meeting was organized
by Thierry Marchant, and took place at the University of Ghent, June 7–10, 2007. The current issue reﬂects a recent
interest in media theory. There are three papers devoted to this topic, six in the general area of cluster analysis and
clustering structures, followed by a paper on bacterial genomes and one on a generalization of a result on social choice.
In closing, the editors wish to thank the many participants as well as the referees who made this issue of Discrete
AppliedMathematicspossible.Wemust also thank the editorial staff ofDiscreteAppliedMathematics for their assistance
and especially for their patience with us; special thanks go to the late Peter Hammer and to Katie D’Agosta.
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